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Looking at Jobs for Nebraska 


some Gift Horses... 


The author teaches journalisa at UNO, 
and does a weekly program of media criticisa 
for WOWT. The following is from the August 
23 broadcast, 
by Warren Francke 

They say we should never 
look a gift horse in the mouth. 
Well, a herd of gift horses 
went galloping through’ the 
state news 
many reporters were checking 
teeth. Nope, the press 
generally patted ‘em on the 
rump and yelled, "Yahoo." 

First there was the french 
fry factory up in Rock County. 
TV reporters 
could predict the most future 


by Frances Mendenhall 


You sure can't accuse the 
World-Herald of being un- 
concerned about the  avail- 
ability of jobs in Nebraska. 
Every time you turn around it's 
the subject of a lead story. 

Of course Nebraskans 
should all be concerned -about 
jobs in the state. But 
somehow, their treatment of the 
subject leaves me unsatisfied. 


HOW EFFECTIVE ARE TAX 
INCENTIVES? 
First, our favorite local 


daily is inappropriately 
generous in the credit it gives 
LB 775. The lead headline of 
Sunday 8/16 says "Companies 
Give New Laws Credit For 1,841 
Jobs. Whew! Sounds pretty 
good. 
' The problem with this 
article is it lacks objective 
sources. The writer relied on 
the companies themselves to 
tell us whether their decisions 
to expand were a result of the 


passage of LB 775. I have no 
reason to belleve that any of 
these people are less than 
truthful, but nonetheless, it 
does occur to me that they 
stand to gain by making 775 
look good. 


You have to read carefully 
to discover (as Marty Strange 
did, and submitted a piece for 
Another Point of View), that 18 


last week and not | 


vied to see who- 


Jobs. Best I heard was one or 
two thousand, so it took some 
effort to recall that Quaker 
Oats was talking about 200 jobs 
to start. 

Anyway, we were fast 
becoming another Idaho, but 
nobody seemes to worry that the 
tater tycoon must somehow pass 
as a family farmer to beat 
Initiative 300. Marty Strange 
raised that point down deep in 
a happy Herald story, and then 
Strange got both barrels in the 
Sunday 8/23 paper: he was 
criticized in both the lead 
editorial and the lead Public 
Pulse letter, which asked: "Who 


_ with him on that, but 


is Marty Strange?" and then 
attacked him for negativism. 
Strange speaks for the Center 
for Rural Affairs and he favors 
Initiative 300. I disagree 
I'm glad 
he's around when the press 
Plays Pollyanna and won't ask 
hard questions about giveaways 
to get jobs. 

Next, Nebraska put its 
best foot forward to woo U.S. 


-some Sacred Cows 


of the 37 companies--represent- 


ing 80% of the promised 
would have by 
admission expanded 
Only ConAgra (430 new jobs) 
Said they "definitely" 
have done it elsewhere. 


jobs-- 
their own 
anyway. 


Of the 37 that had applied 


for tax breaks 
was written, 


when the story 
Strange counts 
only four as clear LB 775 
victories. One said it wasn't 
considering expanding prior to 
passage of LB 775, two others 
sald LB 775 encouraged them to 


expand more than they had 
already planned, and.one moved 
its headquarters into Omaha 


from Council Bluffs. 
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would: 


West. It took a day after the 
quests left town for us_ to 
earn that the Governor had 
promised U.S. West a huge boost 
in university research 
cont'd, p.6 

I count seven* companies 

that "definitely" would have 


offered their jobs elsewhere or 
not have created them at all. 
Of these, ConAgra alone 
represents 1100 jobs that we 
are to presume would have gone 
elsewhere. As I read what the 
companies say Were their 
motives; 370 new jobs have been 
planned by companies other than 


ConAgra, and another 240 are 
here rather than elsewhere, 
cont'd, p-6— 
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*ConAgra, Lozier, PNG, Coleman, 
Goodyear, Omaha Steaks Int'l, 
and Duncan Aviation 
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In the Trenches 


Cleveland Reporters Support Muckraker 


By BRUCE JOHANSEN 


Newspapers ag a rule don't 
expend a lot of column inches 
on each others' internal 
troubles, so if comes 45 fhe 
surprise that we haven't heard 
anything from the World-Herald 
about a recent meltdown within 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer's 


reporting staff. 


Reporters at the paper 
called a “byline strike" after 
James Lawless, of of their 
number, was reassigned 
following complaints from 


Cleveland Electrical Illuminat- 
ing (CEI) Company about his 
coverage of possible defects at 
its Perry nuclear power: plant. 
Corporations have adapted 
to muckraking reporters by 
learning who to call and remind 
that the business of America is 


business. According to EXTRA!, 
the newsletter of FAIR (Fair- 
ness and Accuracy in Report- 
ing), CEI is a substantial 


advertiser in the Plain Dealer. 
EXTRA quoted Steve Hatch of the 
Cleveland Newspaper Guild: 
"When CEI has problems with the 
Plain, Dealer, they go right to 


It was an 
omission. 

In our last issue we 
reported the passing of a DOE 
truck convoy, probably carrying 
a nuclear weapon, through a 
truck stop near Lake Manawa. 
We.explained how these rigs, 
though unmarked, could be 
spotted by ordinary citizens, 


important 


New to WHAMO? 


—— 


Day 


the top." 

At the Plain Dealer, 
Lawless found himself guilty of 
digging too deep into a 
previously secret report 
compiled by General Electric 


engineers in 1975 detailing 
intense pressure on GE's 
nuclear division to rush to 


market an inadquetely tested 
and potentially dangerous plan 
for a nuclear reactor of the 
type CEI purchased at Perry. 

CEI also is presently try- 
ing to pass $800 million it 
spent to correct defects 
Lawless' story detailed along 
to consumers. 

A week after Lawless' 
story appeared, he was taken 
off the story and the utilities 
beat. Others on the staff 
rallied behind him, refusing to 
accept bylines. Lawless was 
later reassigned to the reactor 
story, but kept, for the long 
term, on his new beat at the 
transit authority. 

So: what's in it for us? 
An interesting (and all too 
rare) instance where- reporters 
used their union to make a 
point about what a reporter's 


rather 
or she 


job really ought to be, 
than simply how much he 
ought to be paid. 

Our local daily does not 
have a Newspaper Guild chapter. 
In theory, the World-Herald is 
employee-owned, (so the 
official ideology goes) there's 
no need for an adversarial 
relationship. In the real 
world, this sometimes sounds a 
little like what Polish bosses 
tell their workers, a remark- 
able bit of socialist-utopian 
pie in the sky coming (in 
Omaha, at least) from a very 
unlikely source. 

On another level, 

absence of such 
provocative reporting in our 
town makes us wonder if things 
are really good, or ignorantly 
bad. Perhaps the nuclear plants 
that supply us are marvels of 
efficiency. Let us assume the 
best. No news is good news, we 
hope. 


the 
relative 


Thirdly, what happened in 
Cleveland makes us question the 
"buddy system" of beat 
assignments, i.e., sending 
sympathetic writers out to 
cover powerful institutions, 


A Major Omission 
Postscripts to N-Convoy Story 


World-Herald to 
the 


and took the 
task for not covering 
event. 
It turns out, Howard 
the paper's military 
affairs editor, wrote a story 
telling us that "nuclear 
weapons are moved regularly and 
frequently on the nation's 
highways and rail systems." It 


Silber, 


Use this coupon to get on our permanent list 


=== 


Put me on your list of WHAMO supporters! 


Cimorning W-H 


I read: 


CJOther 


give you a grant this year, I'll help out with a donation.* 


was a good story, too. There 
were details about the 
construction of the rigs, 
security precautions, and 
budget. The story ran on a 
Sunday front page, 7/4/82. We 
don't blame Howard if he's mad 
because we overlooked it. 

: By way of explanation, 
however, we did try to get all 


= 


(Cleve & Sunday 


(ch can't manage a large donation, but I promise to brag about WHAMO to ail my 
friends; please send me the newsletter. 


| (Ch want to receive the newsletter, and since I know the Kiewit Foundation didn't | 
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want to monitor news about 

know how to use Appleworks 
mailing list. 

Th am pretty good at layout and production. 

Cl like to draw cartoons. 
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tnat characterizes sO many 
newspapers. Can we expect our 
local daily to skewer local 
powerhouses? Anyone for a 
critical biography of Mike 
Harper and Con-Agra? What, 
exactly,- are all those 
pesticides and fertilizers 
doing to our farmland? How 


about some muckraking down at 
the Strategic Alr Command? Any 
skeletons in Mutual of Omaha's 
closet? Any big, juicy problems 
{n the Big Red's locker room? 
What, no news? What me 


worry? Who are we to know? 


Nobody here but us readers. 


the facts. Two Whamo people 
called two W-H editors to ask 
them to cover the story. Both 
editors told us that this 
particular event did not merit 
sending out a reporter, and 
several reasons were given, but 


no one mentioned that the 
material had already been 
covered. Since the story ran 
Five years ago, it's possible 


that the editors had forgotten. 
We are not sorry we ran 
the story, and we still think 
the W-H should have covered it. 
The fact is that most people do 
not know that the truck next to 
them on the Interstate could be 
Carrying a nuclear weapon. We 
do, however wish we could — have 
known to give Howard Silber 


deserved credit. Maybe the 
lesson to be learned is that 
stories should be ° better 
indexed and available to 


people doing research. 

_ 80, aS a gesture of good 
will, we offer our readers free 
copies of Silber's article. 
Write or call. It really isa 
good story. 


7 Get ready for 
about everywhere else. 
one about how long an op- 


-- Usual 15. The subject? 
f.. to-the: Huskers, of course. =~. 


can't get away from it.- 
: . Seattle Post ‘Intelligencer 14-87 


John ven. “iS oan associate sitter of: the Seattle 
ae Post~Intelligencer. He has heen their. sports editor and now 
writes a coluan af sports commentary. 


: by John Oven 


Be a pusher. ee 
ee — Y wasn't sentioned, implicated or charged in the recent 
co yevelations op coc aie trafficking. © Bab I'm guilty, 

; nevertheless. # ie 
: Sure, I make a decent living . it. Most 
‘Y've done other things for less aoney. Early in. ay career. I 
“covered a aurder trial in North Dakota. 1 stood beside a 
cMontana river with a few sheriff's deputies when they pulled a 
“drowning victia out of the water. I'd rather be doing this. 
But T's. beginning to realize. all the consequences of ay 
“profession. 

~T push sports 

“s, Granted, it's available over the counter. - The Food and 
Drug Administration does nat yet .requuire varning Labels on 
‘Seahawks or Sonics tickets, But there should be little doubt 
cthat aass spectator Sorte are Madentably the. opiate of the 
; aerican gasses, 

“fin the second: weekend tcl: actober, the sunit aeeting of 
3. and 
nounced he would not budge. from his insistence upon a "Sty 
defense system, there area lot. of far-reaching , 
rasplications produced by: this 


i 


ho: syear ‘Shar i vars reviegents the best and possibly 

ast’ ‘hope, against huclear. war fare. 

- ==Qpponents insist the defense systen von’t work, that it 

Wilh lulb the Aaerican people into a false sense of security 

vat enormous cost, “and that the possibility of a nuclear 
abreila over America aight goad the Russians re a first- 

strike philosophy. 


- 0 No. gatter whith “posit ter you take on the debate, you 
can’ me deny it is pratty significant stuff. We are, after all, 
‘talking about: the preservation or destruction s af the earth: 
"Yet, was there’ one oGblic building, neighborhood or 
community waere She Seahawks’ {4-10 loss to the Raiders dian't 
“create more conversation and consternation that. same veekend 
han the breakdown of the Reyk javik an 
oo L doubt it. 
And yet it vas, after all, just a 
16. the Seahavks played this year and. ‘one of - He since the 
“fratchise was forged. ; ~ 
i Certainty, it's a great ‘spectator and television sport. 
oSo-are pro basketball and baseball. . as also build: civic 
bnuaents to ‘our idels. but. 50 do those vho- choose the 
yaphony, opera oy lagi tiaate theater for entertaingent. . And 
re is Teally nothing: wrong. withl establishing a “Steve 
cLargent or a Kenny Easlay.az.a raie model for children. I hope 
“there: if nat hing wit ong with deveting a.career to a literary 
osey vat! f thie ssement of Fhe enter taingent lpn: 
_ But it is-entertainment. 
Sports! should not. provide our on! 
tration sr ser a hitter snd $ 
co ohnd ik: 
pricivities if we imow every 
Williaas or Yavier HeDanie! ans absolutely: : 
aur doliars are being spent on, Tonteal, ie 
‘is nat te establish 3 politic: 
ai though have one. Butt 


y teasers for personal 
ding popes 


‘pathy até ignaran 


: 3 a  gsyrhologi st : 


ca 
g 
5 


spent 2 sumer, afterncon-on a. | 


Os 


It's that time of year again. 


pushers do. 


“Ruscian Leaders broke down hen President Reagan. 


foottal? gage. .sone of - 


‘he Nicaraguan governeent. 
; Sandinistas constituted a far right dictatorshig. 


New York 


page. And just 
bent, such as the. 
-A particularly 


25 inches as opposed to the 


The writer's emotional relationship 


Even if you want to, you 


f 
Duane Hoffmann 


ity street corner and asked the first 150 people he could 
buttonhole, “Who's going to win the. National League pennant?s 
And 103 of thea said, "The Mets!* 

Without explanation they knew he was talking about 
baseball. They. apparently knew the difference between the 
National and the American League teams. And they vere 
instantaneously able to reach a decision and take a position 


on the Question. 


The. New York Tises and CRS took another poli, of 4 
slightly more scientific nature, this past year. 
that only 25 percent of those they quizzed . backed U.S. aid to 
the contras in Nicaragua and that 62 percent vere opposed, 

‘Yet of those polled only 38 percent knew which side the 


U.S. administration supported in weates Alacst half, 49 


‘Sports’ should not provide our only 


reasons for personal celebration 
‘or trigger a bitter 
and brooding despondency 
aie al 
19. percent. _Ehought 


percent, said they did aot know the political 
And 


president says the Sandinistas threaten cur 
That?s cause for concern, if true. 
his policies say innocent civilians are 


Yat, our 
rn borders, 
lbp jonents af 
hifled with our 


ein avas 
if as are guilty 


southe 


ggllars and the questionable soney 
Tran. 
33 charge 


tan 


gaies to That's reason for national 


"directed? 
call and announce that the Seahawks’ charter «plane will never 


. debating point but 


. Thursdaysongaae veeks,, 


They found — 


‘win every baftle or 


- Thoughts: on ae ‘State of. Addiction. 


football on the étont 
Expeet rules to be 


ed article can be. 
long one on 8/23 caught. our eye, : 


He should know something about. international events that 
threaten one aan or one_ vorld. Instead, ve are saving up 
confetti for the next national holiday, when the Super Bowl 
chaepion is crowned. eg 

Anger is a healthy reaction. But. where is our anger 
Tf pushed to the vall, we place an anonyaous phone - 


land safely back in Seattle, after a loss to Cincinnati. . Or 
we risk life and liab to rush out and post a sign in the 
aiddie of play proclaiging, “Seahawks Stink!’ Or we call 
Wayne Cody and complain about George Argyros, Dave Krieg or 
both. 

“New York City went - through ‘a periodrwhera it "couldn't 
get its snow shoveled, couldn’! get its trash collected, 
couldn’t even get its schools to open. . It couldn't get its 
streets walkable at ‘night except. to those vho believe that a 
rap on the head with a Sottie is good for the circulation, * 


4. another sports writer and social critic, Jerry Izenberg, has - 


written. F 

"New York then west out and rehired its mayor, But let a. 
professional football coach lose games and they unite vith: 
the fervor of Wobblies in an effort to stone hia to death." 


We don’t know vhat to do.about Russian wissiles. But we 
do know what the Seahawks have to do to beat the Raiders, or 


for the Sonics to whip the Lakers. 
That situation is sad enough. But we seem to be 

encouraged in this preoccupation by our leaders. | 

Or haven’t you noticed that “whenever Ronald Reagan needs 
some piece of legislation or some expression of public suppor: 
for an embattled policy he concludes not with some cerebra: 
instead pleads vith his audience to. "wii. 
this one for the Gipper.* 

For the record, George Gipp vas a talented Notre Dane 


athlete vho vas driving a cab before being discovered by Knute ~ 


Rockne. -He was a) cardsharp, a pool hustler, he refused to 
join his teaagates in preparation for a football gage before 
And he was kicked out of school for . 
"The Gipper” was. 
_in the ee 


bad grades and a-questionable reputation. 
reinstated because he could carry a football. 
direction. 

Ronald Reagan is not "The Gipper” and ve. : siete pathaps 
count our blessings for this fact of history. His. inclination — 
to project hiaself and his policies inte the sporting reala is 
‘not. even unique among presidents. It is still suspect. 


Richard Nixon used to suggest the plays he’d like to see 
the Washington Redskins run. Aides said. he was not only 
serious, but that. he devoted considerable tie to the "battle: 
plans* he passed along to George Allen. 

Nixon also took tine out from his presidential labors in 
1969 to declare the University of Texas the No.-1 college 
football teas in the country at the expense of another 
claiaant, Penn State. — . 

Four. years later, Penn State Coach. Joe 
commented, "I can’t understand how the president can 
little about Watergate in-1973. and so auch about 
football in 1969.° 

You say it's all haraless fun? 

Wali, maybe, 

But when Nixon and his military chiefs decided to 
increase bombing runs on North Vietnam and to amine Haiphong 
“arbor they used the code sane "Operation Linebacker." And 
Nix0a, if was said, chose his own code name. He © was 
“Quarterback.” 

if was in this era that Nixon's detenae chief, Melvin 

Laird, exclaiaed one day to the news aedia: 
"Ne have sort of an expansion ballclub that's fighting 
in Vietnae at the present time. The South Vietnamese vill not 
encounter, Sut they will do a very 


Paterno - 
-know 50 
college 


credible job." 
Area the 
Aserica? And 
fipper? 
During the Kennedy adginistraticn, oath: “football ganes | 
at Hyannis Port, -Nass., vere.followed by the ‘public and news 
media like NFL playoff games. 


"expansion teaa" in Central 
The 


contras now. aur. 
if so,. who granted thea’ a franchise? . 


, Untike Kennedy, Nixon or Reagan, Gerald Ford played. 
Ps 7 


paras 


The Top 


PROJECT CENSORED 


Whamo readers and other media watchers await the yearly 
announcement of Project Censored's best censored stories as 
eagerly as Oscar nominations are awaited in Hollywood. 

Project Censored, now eleven years old, honors outstanding 
work by journalists who bring the public important news overlooked 


or ignored by the mainstream media. 
nominating a 1987 article for next year's 


Anyone interested in 
project can send a copy 


of it to to Carl Jensen, Project Censored, Sonoma State 
University, Rohnert Park, CA 94928. 


Reagan’s critics harassed by IRS, FBI — 


olitical opponents of the Reagan 

administration’s Central America poli- 

cies have been the targets of break-ins, 

IRS audits, FBI questioning, and physi- 
cal surveillance. Congressman Don Edwards, 
D-Calif., a former FBI agent, said “What we fear 
might be happening . . . is that the administra- 
tion is using the various independent agencies 
of the United States government for their polit- 
ical purposes.” 

According to San Francisco’s KRON-TV, 
the IRS threatened the tax-exempt status of So- 
journers, a non-profit Washington, D.C.-based 
ecumenical Christian magazine that opposes 
aid to the contras, among other Reagan policies. 
The IRS refused KRON-TV’s requests for an in- 
terview but a spokesman: said the IRS has the 
power to require tax-exempt groups to present 
both sides of an issue and that it is just as likely 
to warn groups not opposed to administration 
policy. Yet the conservative organizations 


headed by Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson re- 
ported no similar problems. - 

In addition, the offices of former U.S. 
Ambassador to El Salvador Robert E. White, 
now head of the Commission on U.S.-Latin 

. American Relations, were broken into over the 
weekend of November 29, 1986. White, who op- 


poses the administration’s Central America pol- . 


icies, said, “It’s my best guess that some mem- 
~ bers of this administration either encouraged 
the break-in or passed on information about us 
toa group that had the capacity to make a break- 
in.” Former FBI informant Frank Varelli admit- 
ted spying on members of the Committee in 
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador 
(CISPES) and FBI agents broke into a CISPES 
office in Dallas. 

In another story, United Press Interna- 
tional revealed that dozens of American citizens 
and groups critical of President Reagan’s Cen- 
tral America policy report being harassed by 


the IRS, the FBI, or the Customs Service after 
visits to Nicaragua. 

Intruders who in March brcke into the 
Women’s Building in San Francisco apparently 
spent hours rifling file cabinets containing the 
names and addresses of women involved in 
Central American peace issues and radical fem- 
inist politics. San Francisco Examiner column- 

- ist Warren Hinckle reported it as a “classic po- 
litical break-in— . . . [one] of more than 60 


’. reported incidents of break-ins at peacenik or- 


ganizations across the land that began during 
the reign of acting President Oliver North.” 


Sources: KRON-TYV, “Target 4,” Feb. 18-20, 
1987, “Heat on the Left” series, by anchor-re- 


porter Sylvia Chase, producer Jonathan Dann, 
and Angus Mackenzie of the Center for Investi- 
gative Reporting; UPI, Feb. 19, 1987, “Nicara- 
gua visitors: U.S. harasses us,” by Neil Roland; 
San Francisco Examiner, Feb. 13, 1987, “Info- 
thieves hit the Women’s Building,” by Warren 
Hinckle. 


Irradiated veterans: 
VA caught destroying 


claims evidence 


n August 1986 the Veterans Administration 

was caught shredding the case records of 

thousands of veterans involved in radia- 

tion injury claims. The shredding took 
place in spite of a federal court order placing all 
such records at the disposal of attorneys repre- 
senting the injured veterans in a class-action 
lawsuit. : 

Since the 1940s hundreds of thousands of 
military personnel have been exposed to nu- 
clear radiation. Throughout more than 40 years 
of nuclear weapons testing, production, storage, 
and handling, human subjects have received 
dangerous radiation doses. Most claims for VA 
benefits related to these incidents have been 
stalled or denied. It is not uncommon for a ra- 
diation claim to languish in the VA’s bureaucracy 
for five years or longer before a decision is ten- 
dered. Much key information in the cases, such 
as dosage records, has been discarded or de- 
stroyed. These and other irregularities finally 


_ led the National Association of Radiation Sur- 


vivors (NARS) to file a class-action lawsuit 

against the VA. A second veterans’ group, 

Swords to Plowshares, also joined the suit. 
Initially, ranking VA officials denied that 


accurate records of radiation exposures even ex- 


isted. Then NARS attorney Gordon Erspamer 
received two letters from an anonymous source 
inside the VA describing specific reports and 
documents containing data the VA previously 
claimed did not exist. NARS attorneys de- 
manded access to this information under fed- 
eral court order. 

Instead of producing the disputed evi- 
dence, VA officials apparently ordered it de- 
stroyed. When VA staffers expressed concern 


about the withheld documents to their supervi- 


sors, they were warned not to interfere. As VA’ 


employee Barry Boskovich testified, “They told 
me I was not to put anything in writing any- 
more. ... And I was not to talk to anyone else 
.... And he indicated to me I should be more 
concerned about myself and my family.” 

In addition to.withholding key docu- 
ments, VA supervisor of field operations Mi- 


chael Dunlap ordered a general purging and 
shredding of VA case files. The VA’s own attor- 
ney admitted in court that millions of pages of 
relevant documents had been and were still 
being destroyed. 


Sources: VVA Veteran, November 1986, “Scan- 
dal Hints Plague VA” and January 1987, “The 


~ Scandal Deepens,” by Mark Perry. 


Government restricts 
access to information 


nder President Reagan’s direction, 
the government has significantly re- 
duced access to public information. 
During the past six years, the admin- 
istration has worked to eliminate, restrict, and 
privatize government documents, many of 
which had previously been available to the gen- 
eral public. For example, since 1982, one of ev- 
ery four of the government's 16,000 publications 


_ has been eliminated. 


In 1985 the Office of Management and 
Budget tightened public access to information 
gathered by the government by requiring annual 
reviews of agency publications, detailed justifi- 
cations for proposed periodicals, cost-benefit. 
analysis of government information activities, 
maximum reliance on the private sector for the 
dissemination of government information, and 
cost recovery through user charges. The result is 
a continued commercialization and privatiza- 
tion of government information, once thought 
to be public information. 

During 1986 two new developments in of- 
ficial information control and dissemination 
procedures.emerged: ~ 

In-March the Defense Department and 
the CIA initiated an official disinformation pro- 
gram that covers 15 to 20 programs. Deliber- 


ately false, incomplete, and misleading infor- 
mation will be released in order to impede the 
transfer of accurate technological information 
to the Soviet Union. In a White House meeting 
August 14, the administration launched a secret 
disinformation campaign designed to convince 
Libyan leader Qaddafi that he was about to be 
attacked again by the U.S. and perhaps be 
ousted in a coup. 

Then the government developed a new 
category of “sensitive information” to further 
restrict public access to a broad range of unclas- 
sified data. This makes possible an extraordi- 
nary government censoring apparatus that 
could restrict access to even non-government 
commercial data bases, censor the information 
they contain, and develop programs designed to 
reveal who is using a data base and what data 


they are calling up. 


Source: American Library Association, Wash- 
‘ington Office, December 1986, “Less Access to 
Less Information by and About the U.S. Gov- 
ernment: 2,” by Anne A. Heanue. 


CIA bribes Latin _ 
American journalists 


ccording to Edgar Chamorro, former 
head of communications for the con- 
tras, “approximately 15 Honduran 
journalists and rs were on 
the CIA payroll and our influence was thereby 
extended to every major Honduran newspaper 
and television station.” In his affidavit submit- 


‘ted to the World Court in September 1985, Cha- 


morro said that the same tactic was employed 


10 ConsGncds stories of 1986 


by the CIA in Costa Rica in an effort to turn the 
newspapers and television stations of that coun- 
try against the Nicaraguan government. 

Carlos Morales, a Costa Rican professor - 
of journalism and editor of the University of 
Costa Rica’s liberal weekly La Universidad, said 
that at least eight Costa Rican journalists, in- 
cluding three “top editors,”’ receive monthly 
payments from the CIA, either directly or 
through contra groups. 

In 1977, after a Senate report disclosed 
that the CIA had maintained working relation- 
ships with 50 American reporters over a period 
of years, the agency announced new rules that 
barred it from entering into “any paid or con- 
tractual relationship” with U.S. journalists, in- 
cluding free-lancers and stringers. However, the 
regulations did not address relationships with 
foreign journalists, or forbid agency operatives 
to pose as foreign journalists. It now appears 
that the agency is doing both, therepy jeopardiz- 
ing press credibility. 

Morales said he began investigating press 
payoffs after a former student confessed to him 


’ that he was taking money from the CIA to sup- 


plement a meager salary. The eight Costa Rican 
journalists are each paid 30,000 colones (about 
$500) a month by the CIA, Morales said. The 
average monthly salary of Costa Rican journal- 
ists is about 20,000 colones. 


Sources: Covert Action, Summer 1986; Columbia 
Journalism Review, March/April 1987, “Contra 
coverage—paid for by the CIA,” by Martha . 
Honey. : 


Contragate: The Costa Rica 
connection 


ver the last year, each day seemed tc 

bring new evidence of the Reagan 

administration involvement in the 

Iran-contra arms scandal. But as we 

go to press one major chapter in the story re- 
mains to be told. | . 

It involves Lt. Col. Oliver North and his 
superiors in a conspiracy to murder dissident | 

contra leader Eden Pastora and the U.S. ambas- 

sador to Costa Rica, Lewis Tambs—and blame 

both acts on the Sandinistas. It involves a drug 


The Project Censored jur 


The panel of jurors who selected the top 12 
stories were: Donna Allen, editor and pub- 
lisher, Media Report to Women; Ben Bagdi- 
kian, dean, Graduate School of Journalism, 
University of California, Berkeley; Noam 
Chomsky, writer and professor, linguistics 
and philosophy, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; Everette E. Dennis, executive: 
director, Gannett Center for Media Studies, 
Columbia University; George Gerbner, 
dean, Annenberg School of Communica- 
tions, University of Pennsylvania; Char- 
layne Hunter-Gault, national correspon- 
dent, MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHour; Nicholas 
Johnson, public lecturer, nationally syndi- 
cated columnist, and professor of law at the 
University of Iowa; Charles L. Klotzer, edi-. 
tor and publisher, The St. Louis Journalism 


trafficking ring operating out of contra bases 
and airstrips on the property of a US. rancher 
in Costa Rica. And it involves a cover-up that 
included the torture and murder of a key jour- 
nalistic source, as well as the continued threats 
‘against the lives of the two journalists who 
sought to expose the whole plot. There also are 
allegations that the conspiracy was organized by 
a secret group of paramilitary operatives as 

back as 1979. And since 1981 Reagan adminis- 


- tration Officials may have had a role in the affair. . 


Journalists Tony Avirgan and Martha 
Honey began investigating the contra-Costa 
Rica connection after Avirgan was injured in an 
assassination attempt against Pastora on May 
30, 1984, which left three journalists dead and 
more than a dozen injured. In conjunction with 
the Christic Institute, a public-interest law firm 
with a long track record of major political cases, 
Avirgan and Honey filed a $22 million lawsuit 
against a group of U.S.-backed mercenaries and 
US. government officials. 

On January 30, 1987, U.S. District Judge 
James L. King, in Miami, granted Avirgan and 
Honey wide-ranging subpoena powers, allowing 
them to prepare for a jury trial that could bring 
to the stand many of the individuals whose 
names have already become well-known in the 
Iranian arms scandal investigation. 


Sources: The San Francisco Bay Guardian, Dec. 
3, 1986, “Contragate: The Costa Rica Connec- 
tion” and Feb. 4, 1987, “Christic Institute Offi- 
cials Detained in Costa Rica,” both by Michael 
Emery. : 


N 


Personal privacy assaulted 
without public debate 


n 1986 the FBI was quietly given broad- 
ened power to look into the private files of 
Americans “suspected of being in the em- 
ploy of a foreign power.” This latest inva- 
sion of privacy was provided for in the Intelli- 
gence Authorization Bill for 1987, passed by 
Congress with little debate or press coverage. 
‘In the aftermath of the Sakharov-Daniloff 
“spy exchange,” FBI counterintelligence offi- 
‘Cials persuaded a gullible Congress the bill was 
needed because they lacked the resources and 
_information to catch Americans selling secrets 
to the enemy. Specifically, the bill gives the FBI 
‘access to financial records and telephone logs of 


y 
Review; Brad Knickerbocker, national news 
editor, The Christian Science Monitor: Jes- 
sica Mitford, writer and lecturer; Jack L. 
Nelson, dean, School of Education, San Jose 
‘State University; Herbert I. Schiller, profes- 

. $or, communications, University of Califor- 
nia, San Diego. Carl Jensen; professor of 
; journalism, Sonoma. State University, 

heads Project Censored. 
Sonoma State University student re- 

- searchers participating in the nationwide 

~research effort were Peggy Sue Alberhasky, 
Sarah Alcorn, Larry Crowell, Daren 
“Decker, Dave Hoffman, Mike Jasper, Karen 

Kitchens, Tom Montan, Laura Moore, — 
Nancy Neilson, Bebe O’Brien, and Bruce 

“Schwank. Kathy Wolff, a project researcher 

in 1986, was assistant project director. 


individuals suspected of espionage. Those files 
include data from banks and phone companies 
that reveal some of the most private details of a 
person’s daily activities. A government official 
reportedly can learn more from a peek into a 
checkbook or telephone record than from a 
month of court-ordered wiretaps. 

This type of information was traditionally 
considered off-limits to government investiga- 
tors. Three years ago, the Internal Revenue 
Service unsuccessfully attempted to obtain 
listed, unlisted, and unpublished telephone 
numbers directly from the phone companies. 
Then the Justice Department, citing the need to 
track down drug smugglers, tried to amend the 
1978 Right To Financial Privacy Act in order to 
tap into bank records and pass the information 
to various law enforcement agencies. That pro- 
posal also was dropped. 

The new bill, however, amends the 1978 
Privacy Act, and may make those earlier at- 
tempts to obtain the files unnecessary; the 
amendments provide that information obtained 
by the FBI under the counterintelligence provi- 
sions can be passed to any other government 
agency that has an interest in the information. 

There are some protections written into 
the language of the bill, but since there is no of- 
ficial monitoring of how the bill is to be used, 
the public may never know if the FBI is adhering 
to the rules. : 

Source: The National Reporter, Fall/Winter 
1986, “News Not In The News: Reach Out and 
Crush Someone,” by Don Goldberg. . 


Lethal nerve gas 
production in residential 


areas 


Ithough the military has been ordered 
by Congress to dispose of nerve gases 
by 1994, they are currently being 
manufactured and tested in 46 com- 
munities in 26 states—usually without the 
knowledge of local residents. For example, Mar- 
garet Erickson, of Gaithersburg, Maryland, dis- 
covered that Geomet Technologies had been 
doing research with nerve gases only 100 yards 
from the local elementary school since 1983. 
Despite the congressional order, chemical 
warfare funding increased fivefold to $400 mil- 
lion in 1985. Twenty-sevenvmajor universities, 
including four medical schools, have chemical 
warfare contracts. Fifteen of these sites are li- 


" censed for full-strength chemical warfare mate- 


rials (the others work with diluted substances). 
And since 1981 accidents have been reported at 
two of the facilities—both licensed for full- 
strength work. 

; In March the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) said that four of eight towns where lethal 
Army chemical warfare agents are stored aren’t 
prepared to handle emergencies. A CDC official 


said that one of the sites was in Newport, Indi- 


ana, but declined to identify the three others, 
saying it would “embarrass” elected officials 
there. At least 40 of the nation’s nerve gas sites 
are located in large metropolitan areas (includ- 
ing Los Angeles, Baltimore, Chicago, and New 
Orleans) where an accidental release could im- 
peril thousands of people. 


Sources: Recon, Winter 1987, “Nerve Gas in 
Residential Areas,” by Chris Robinson; New 


York Times, Feb. 28, 1985, “Research‘on Nerve 
Gas Suspended in Cambridge”; USA Today, 
March 11, 1987, “Risks near chemical warfare 
dumps cited,” by Wayne Beissert. 


Moonies, Loonies, and 
Ronnie 
embers of the World Anti-Com- 
munist League (WACL)—an inter- 
national right-wing cartel of 
sorts—include such luminaries as 
Ferdinand Marcos, Rev. Sun Myung Moon, and 
Adolfo Calero, commander in chief of the Nic- 
araguan contras. The WACL, whose roots go 
back to 1954 with the establishment of the 
Asian People’s Anti-Communist League, has 
grown to include six regional organizations with 
affiliates in more than 90 countries. 

One of the most important WACL mem- 
bers is retired U.S. Maj. Gen. John Singlaub, 
who was removed in 1977 from his position as 
American chief of staff in Korea after he pub- 
licly criticized President Jimmy Carter’s with- 
drawal of troops from Korea. 

Joining the WACL in 1980, he formed an 
American chapter and helped extend WACL’s 
influence. Among Singlaub’s achievements: 


* In 1983 President Reagan began calling 
the contras “freedom fighters,” a term the 
WACL and others on the far right have used for 
years. 


¢ When US. Congress temporarily cut off 
Nicaraguan contra funding in 1984, a group of 
various American conservative leaders raised 
$25 million in private contributions. Singlaub 
and the WACL were at the center of the cam- 
paign. 


¢ Several WACL members have been ap- 
pointed as ambassadors to the Bahamas, Costa 
Rica, and Guatemala by Reagan. 

_ At the 17th annual WACL conference, held 
in San Diego in 1984, Singlaub read.a letter from 
President Reagan that said in part, “The World 
Anti-Communist League has long played a lead- 
ership role in drawing attention to the gallant 
struggle now being waged by the true freedom 
fighters of our day. Nancy and I send our best 
wishes for every future success.” 

This means Reagan endorses a group that 
is so extreme—according to Scott and Jon Lee 
Anderson who wrote the book Inside the 
League, an exposé of the WACL—that the John 
Birch Society has shunned it and advises its 
members to do likewise. Geoffry Stewart- 
Smith, a staunch British anti-communist, said 
he left the WACL because it is “largely a collec- 
tion of Nazis, fascists, anti-Semites, sellers of 
forgeries, vicious racialists, and corrupt self- 
seekers. It has evolved into an anti-Semitic in- 
ternational . . . the very existence of this organi- 
zation is a total disgrace to the free world.” 


Sources: Utne Reader, Aug./Sept. 1986, “Moon- 
ies, Loonies, and Ronnie,” by Eric Selbin; Briar- 
«patch, November 1986, “In League With the 
Devil: The World Anti-Communist League,” by 
George Martin Manz; St. Louis Journalism Re- 
view, March 1987, “Inside the League,” by Scott 
and Jon Lee Anderson. 


NI A ENB aT] 
Dangerous radiation tests 
on human subjects 


uman experimentation crimes com- 

parable to those committed by Nazis 

during World War II were perpe- 

trated by U.S. government agencies 
during peace time. And yet when the govern- 
ment confessed its crimes last year, the press, 
was not very interested. 

From the mid-1940s until the 1970s, fed- 
eral agencies conducted heinous radiation ex- 
periments on hundreds of people around the 
country. Some were volunteers but for others 
there'is no record of informed consent: The ex- 
traordinary report, released by the House En- 


ergy and Commerce Subcommittee, documents ~*~ 


how the Atomic Energy Commission and its 
successor, the Energy Research and Develop- 
ment Authority, both forerunners of the De- 


- partment of Energy, financed studies involving 


researchers from government laboratories and 
private institutions. 

The main purpose of the experiments was 
to determine radiation’s effect on fertility and 
other biological functions and how the human 
body absorbs and retains radioactive contami- 
nants. In one major experiment involving in- 
mates at the Washington State Prison, the testi- 
cles of 64 inmates were exposed to large doses of 
radiation. At the Oregon State Prison, the testi- 
cles of 67 inmates were irradiated from August 
1963 to May 1971. 

In Richland, Washington, 14 human sub- 
jects ingested or were immersed in tritium, a ra- 
‘dioactive form of water. Others were injected 
with radioactive phosphorus, or fed fish from 
the Columbia River that were contaminated 
with phosphorus discharged by nuclear reac- 
tors. Vasectomies were to be performed on the 
subjects prior to the discharge from the study to 
“avoid any possibility of contaminating the gen- 
eral population with irradiation-induced mu- 
tants.” But in several instances volunteers did 
not consent to vasectomies at the conclusion of 
the study. While the government intended to 
keep in contact with the irradiated prisoners to 
watch for further health effects, those plans were. 

dropped in 1976 after several irradiated in- 
mates filed suits against the federal. govern- 
ment. : 

In another study, progesterone, a hormone 
found in women, was mixed with small amounts 
of radiation and injected into three patients, one 

10 weeks pregnant. The report noted that-“‘a 
therapeutic abortion six days later because of 
severe sickle cell anemia was performed.” 


Source: The New York Times, Oct. 24, 1986, 
“Volunteers Around U.S. Submitted to Radia- 
tion.” ; 


Plutonium payload 
scheduled for space shuttle 


$ tragic as it was, the explosion of the 

space shuttle Challenger last year 

could have been even worse. The next 

shuttle, scheduled for launch in May 

1986, would have carried an unmanned space- 
craft fueled with 46.7 
nium-238. 
John Gofman, co-discoverer of uranium- 

233 and a former associate director of the gov- 


cont'd, p.8 


- 


pounds of toxic pluto- ~ 


- Horses 


spending. The Herald didn't 
seem to know about this despite 
the key role played by its 
publisher, Harold Andersen. | 
Finally, we saw new 
headlines on ConAgra. — It 
didn't. threaten to move to 
Tennessee,. but now Lincoln was 
luring. ConAgra from Omaha, 
promising free land on top of 
tax breaks. So we read that 
"Omaha Might Condemn Land — for- 
ConAgra," but...key ~. movers 
behind the latest gift . could 
not. be reached for comment. 
One. of the. two key sources 
unavailable to the Herald was 
its publisher Harold Andersen. 
We've got gift horses galore 
and no one to look them in the 
_mouth. 
: ‘This kind of murky 
coverage makes you feel like 
the ancient Greeks, squinting 
through the clouds atop Mt. 


Olympus, wondering what the 
gods have planned for us 
mortals. Eventually, the 


Herald will tell us, but. only 


Cows. 


"definitely" because of LB 775. 
Of these, only People's Natural 
Gas (240 jobs) 
their stated 
actually moved. 
Now it looks as if we will 
lose U.S.. West (1500 well- 
paying jobs). Does 
World-Herald analyze this as 


_ motives--they 


measure of LB 775's success and - 
give it front page placement as 


they did when Quaker Oats and 
Taggares announced the opening 
of its potato processing plant? 
No way! 
8/30, we have to read to the 
jump: page near the end of the: 
article to find U.S. West's 
selection criteria mentioned at 
all, and guess what, no mention 
of tax incentives! 


A BIGGER PICTURE 

Second, I wish the World- 
Herald would get around to 
looking at the job picture from 
eyes “outside corporate 
Nebraska. _Strange's article 
makes a good case that these 


Jobs 
has acted on 


the . 


In their article of_ 


: for a potato processing “plant : 


to be built by Quaker Oats and 


supplied with potatoes by P.J. 


Taggares Co.) provide schools, 


water and sewer services, 
police protection, and other 
public services for a labor 


force of 400 earning that kind 
of money ($5/hr.)?" he asks. 

You can pick up the same 
“kind of provincialism in .their 


- net loss 


_wondér wheth 


away>"1s much of a victory.” 


QUALITY. OF LIFE - 


‘ now learning from the: loss a 
_ U.S. West) that quality of life 


of 150 of the 3 
jobs, but to Omaha it wag 
gain of: the other 150, so! we 
read about it as all good news 


Thoughtful I 
Sa carat cet 


Natural. Gas--at the expense . 
a community (a. stone's — thro 


“Some: sppanénta af LB 775 
were pointing: out (as. we are - 


issues--especially educat ion~ is 
are far more ~ important 


. determinates of where a company 


expands, than: tax incentive 
So now that the state has. given 
away large sources of tax. 
revenues, with / little ° more to. 
show for it than ‘keepin : 
ConAgra, we will start to look. — 
at the problem from a larger °‘ 
perspective than the short’ term 
corporate bottom lines: . 
. Only problem is, 


“haces 


‘our. néwspaper and the. heavi 


treatment of the move of the 
Northwestern Bell: facility 
here. To the nation, it was a 


a when. Zeus decides to. speak. 
ed I'm Warren Francke, 
watching the watchdogs. 


jobs are not such good news to 


rural areas. "Can Rock County lobbied Legislature, we don 


have near as tnuch’ ‘tax revel 
to spend. on ee 


- (site of a proposed location 


NO SACRED COWS ° 
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California (45.1%) 


WHERE THE MONEY GOES: MAPPING 
THE CORPORATE INTEREST IN SDI 


We'd like to see more information like this in the World-Herlald 


Washington (4.7%) 


Minnesota (.3%) 
= INinois (.4%) 


Utah (.6%) 
Colorado (1.8%) 
New Mexico (12.4%) 
Texas (3.8%) 


graphic from Union of Concerned Scientists 


Announcements 


Last Call For Skits 
You can still get your skit into the Counter 


Press Club Ball Program. The committee meets 


September 8, 7:30 pm, at Mimi Loring's, 3501 N. 48 Av. 
{just north of Bedford). 


Peace and Justice 

Nebraskans for Peace are planning some full page 
ads in major papers of Nebraska, to appear in 
November. They plan to focus pre-election attention 
on major issues such as arms control, Central America, 
and the farm crisis. 

Everyone is invited to support this campaign by. 
signing the ad and contributing $15. 

Contact Virginia Walsh, 553-5686, 


Tired of Reading Newsprint? 

Read the Great Books. 

GB discussion club meets at the Second Unitarian 
Church, near 120 and Center, on alternate Wednesday 
evenings, 7:00 pm. 

September 16 

September 30 


Plato's Crito 
John Dewey, The Virtues 


Ohio (.3%) 
Pennsylvania (2.1%) 


: 7 


Massachusetts (8.4%) 
Connecticut (1.0%) 
New York (2.0%) ~ 
New Jersey (.5% 


Maryland (1.7%) 
Washington, DC (2.1%) 
Virginia (2.8%) 


Alabama (6.1%) 

Georgia (.2%) 

Florida (1.1%) 
Because SDI is the only program on 
the horizon that could prevent con- 
tract dollars for strategic weapons 
from falling off sharply in the next 
decade, corporate momentum is likely 
to be a key source of pressure tocon- 
tinue the program in the future. 
Domestic business corporations hold 
73 percent of SDI contract money— 
$8 billion. (Federal laboratories hold 
14 percent, and universities, govern- 
ment agencies, nonprofits, and for- 
eign contractors make up the balance.) 
Unlike the B-1 bomber program, 
which made itself secure by planting 
contracts in every Congressional 
district, SDI’s contract dollars are 
concentrated in a few states (see 
map, right). Still, several dozen cor- 
porations rely (or hope to rely) on 


football very well, 
level. 
New Repubic aused in print: 


upside down, through his legs." 
The entertainment industry, 


Addiction ...¢rom p.3 


"It troubles me that he played aaybe they 
center...He can only consider options for 20 McMahon’s autobiography or phoning the local 
yards in either direction...and he has spent Sports Gab line to argue withl strangers 
a good deal of his life looking at the world about the viability of the 46 defense. 


and vorld in perspective. 


LEADING CORPORATE CONTRACTORS 


- (Contract Value in Millions) 


*Lockheed $1,000 
*General Motors 730 
TRW 570 
*“McDonnell-Douglass 490 
*Boeing 475 
EG&G = 475 
General Electric 420 
Rockwell International 370 
*Raytheon 250 
*LTV 230 
Fluor 200 
*Grumman 190 
Gencorp 190 
Teledyne 190 
Honey well 150 
Martin Marietta 130 
Textron 120 
Flow General 90 
Science Applications 90 
Kaman 80 


SDI as a major funding source, in- 
cluding some small fast-growing 
companies whose livelihood depends - 
on the program. From the corporate 
point of view, a serious drawback to 
SDI money is the program’s uncer- 
tain future, since aerospace contrac- 
tors earn big profits producing weap- 
ons, not doing research. The seven 
contractors marked with a * are al- 
ready working on SDI weapons that 
are candidates for early deployment 
(see article, p. 1)—an indicator of 
the potential breadth of corporate 
support for the administration's 
early deployment scheme. 


Source: John Pike, “SDI Contractor 
Study,” Federation of American Sci- 
entists Public Interest Report, Vol. 40, 
No. 4, April 1987. 


at the top collegiate percent of the respondents believed you can 
Yet on one occasion Martin Peretz of contract AIDS by donating blood, 


Thay had 
ample opportunity to learn the truth. But 
were too busy . reading Jia 


Chuch Knox is one man who can put the 
When asked before one 


aass-spectator sport, have little or nothing 
fo do with running a country or selling a 
sound policy to the public. And it should 
not be allowed to dominate our lives or ainds 
to the extent that ve are apathetic on the 
subjects of life and death, Not the NFL’s 
versioon of “suden death." Real death. 

A poll conducted by the American 
Association of Blood Banks disclosed that 34 


aidseason Seahavk contest to consent upon the 
pregase food drive for the needy, he said: 

"There are a lot of people out there who 
deserve and need our help. In fact, that 
food drive is probably more important than 
the outcoae of the football gase." 

Knox let those vords sink in before 

adding in a voice barely louder than a 
whisper: 

"Except to ae." 


A Mirror 
for Your 
nad €WSpaper 


BUILDING A BETTER WORDSMITH 


The folks down at the 
World-Herald are seriously 
committed to improving the 


Paper. (We here at Whamo are 
too, whether they know that or 
not.) The week of August 31, 
reporters got some high power 
help with news writing skills. 

Paula LaRockque, associate 
managing editor of the Dallas 
Morning News, gave a seminar 
custom made for World- Herald 
people. 

LaRockque was well 
received by the staff, although 
we hear she didn't hesitate to 
select her examples of what not 
to do from local material. 

We are betting that future 
stories will be just a little 
more fun. 


YELLOW RAIN 
Some new evidence just in 
that the W-H editorial policy 


does not--that's right, 
not--spill over onto its news 


editing, 
A news bs 8/30, from 
the Washington Pos tells us 


that the Reagan administration 


A Reflection.... 


John Peter Zenger is 
considered the grandfather of 
the free press. zenger was 
arrested by the King of 
England's colonial governor in 
1733 for publishing the 
unpleasant truth about those in 
power. His acquittal set the 
precedent on which truth as an 
absolute defense against libel 
js based within British and 
American law. Zenger continued 
to publish from a jail cell, 


even during his trial. 


His model is relevant 


today. The founders. of this 
country may not have been 
politically correct by some 


standards, but we do not accept 
that they intended this country 
to be specifically of any 
Single spiritual, economic, or 
ethnic oorlentation. America 
is a pluralistic society, and 
the inhabitants are nobody's 
~ property. 


knowingly pushed a false 
version of the yellow rain 
story. Officials had 
forcefully accused the Soviets 
of practicing biological 
warfare in Southeast Asia an 
elsewhere, despite mounting 
evidence that the charge was 
untrue. 

Nothing we 
know. 


didn't already 


But wait. Think back to 
last December. Recall a_ story 
about a man from Southeast Asia 
now living in Omaha who had 
been injured by this stuff that 


came out of the sky and made 
the water boil and the fishes 
die. It was predictably 


followed by an angry editorial 

blast at those who snicker that 

yellow rain might ‘be a 

propaganda myth based on little 

more than bee excrement. 
Remember? 

So now we poor readers 
have to choose what to believe, 
the editorials or the wire 
service news. I think we can 
handle the challenge. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO THE DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC? 

' We heard that Kevin 
Collison and Mel Evans went to 
the Dominican Republic to cover 
Creighton's project, so we are 
looking forward to a  qood 
story. 

Could it be that the story 
isn't out yet because they are 
keeping Kevin too busy with 
stories from city hall, 
ConAgra, etc.? 


STUFF IT! 


mailboxes. 
available. 


We got a good deal from our printer 
and made extra copies of this Whamo. 
So now's the time to amaze your 
colleagues and help us spread the word 
by stuffing our newsletter in their 
Large or small bundles are 
Call 551-2629 


PROFESSIONAL PRESSURES 


Most readers don't fully 
appreciate the pressures on 
newspaper people. 

Take being Art Director, 
for instance. The W-H's Mike 
Drummy was seen huddled over 
his desk, feverishly working, 
the day President Reagan was 
coming to North Platte. 


However, he was not working on 
a photo assignment, nor on last 
minute  qraphics for the 
afternoon paper. 

No, he was completing art 
work on a wedding shower 
invitation for Miss Peggy Owen, 
daughter of a good friend of 
publisher Harold Andersen. 
Mrs. Andersen was hosting the 
shower. 
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on Max Headroom...answering the questions others don't 


dare to ask. 


Plutonium 


ernment’s Lawrence-Livermore Laboratory, 
said, “If the plutonium (from the scheduled 
-shuttle flight) gets dispersed in fine pieces, the 
amount of radioactivity released would be more 
than the combined plutonium radioactivity re- 
turned to earth in the fallout from all the nu- 
clear weapons tests of the United States, the So- 
viet Union, and the United Kingdom—which I 
have calculated has caused 950,000 lung cancer 
fatalities. It is a crazy idea.” . 

After learning of the plan to launch a plu- . 
tonium-powered spacecraft reactor, Karl 
Grossman, associate professor of journalism at 
the State University of New York, petitioned the 
Department of Energy for more data under the 
Freedom of Information Act. After nearly a year 
of stonewalling, the government finally sent 
Grossman documents that detailed a launch 
planned for the spring of 1986.that would “in- 
volve a very small risk of releasing plutonium- 
238 to the environment because of the possibil- 


ity of malfunction of the space shuttle.” The re- 
port, written in 1984, noted the likelihood of a 
catastrophic accident (such as the one that de- 
stroyed the Challenger in January 1986) as less 
than .022 percent. The safety analysis report 
was prepared by the General Electric Company, 
the manufacturer of the plutonium generator. 

Despite the Challenger explosion and NA- 
SA’s knowledge of the risks involved, the agency 
plans to go ahead with plutonium-fueled space 
probes when shuttle missions resume. 


Sources: The Nation, Feb. 22, 1986, “The Lethal 
Shuttle” and March 15, 1986, “Plutonium 
Cover-up?”; Common Cause, July/Aug. 1986, 
“Red Tape and Radioactivity”; all by Karl 
Grossman. 


